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matter in the Legislature. Is that basically correct?

SENATOR MERZ: It 1is very simple and really it shouldn't
take any time...

SENATOR DE CAMP: If tax increases were that easy, mavbe
that 1s the problem with our society. They don't taxke anv
time and they are too easy.

SENATOR MERZ: Well, what did we do yesterday? We took
the 11d off of State Aid to Education, didn't we?

SENATOR DE CAMP: We didn't take any 1id off at all.

PRESIDENT: Senator Goodrich.

SENAT3R GOODRICH: Mr. President, members of the body, there
are two things I would like to bring out. Number ore, T
support Senator !Merz's motion and all this is a motion to
schedule the debate of this particular bill on Mondav. Now,
as far as what Serator Newell tells us, for example, that
they did not furnish him with the information that he re-
quested. Well, T have a copy of a letter dated February 10,
1978, addressed to Senator Dave Newell. We all rot conies of
it and it is signed by Al Veys, Mayor of Omaha. All state
Senators zot it. lNews medla got it. Omaha City Council rot
it. If Dave Newell didn't get it, I'l1 be happy to furnish
him a copy of it. So consequently he has received the infor-
mation he wanted. Maybe he has Jjust mislaid it or somethine.
Trie point made by Senator DeCamp for example, that this is

a fifty percent tax increase, first of all, that is gettine
iato the details of the bill, but Senator DeCamp, T will
prove to you Monday that this is not a fiftv percent increase
in taxes in the City of Omaha. I would ursce, due to the fact
that in order to be able to levy the half a cent if we do 1it,
if this body chooses to allow it, in order to do that so that
w2 would et enough money raised by this extra half a cent
during the course of the year to meet the actual financial
needs of $3.2 million, we must pass it relativelv soon and
that 1s all in the world this is to do is to ask permission
to put it on debate Mcnday so that we can actually discuss
the details of the bill Monday. Thank vou.

PRESIDENT: Senator Dworak. Senator Venditte.

SENATOR VENDITTE: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
first of all let me preface my comments bv saying, Senator
Chambers, that what I am about to say may sound like some-
what of a cop out, but nonetheless, I would at this point,
rise in cpposition to Senator Newell's oppositicn and sup-
port the Merz motion for a number of reasons. T have been
convinced that Omaha is sincere in their request of this

half percent increase in their city sales tax. T know that
my stand orizinally was not to vote for such an increase in
the city's sales tax and I know that a number of mv constitu-
ents w.r for the City of Omaha and many of them were con-
cerned about th2 stand that I had taken and many cf them had
expressed concern to me that perhaps their jobs may be in
Jeopardy. Then of course, I had a number of senicr citizens
call and tell me that they were concerned about the fact that
perhaps thelir garbage may be increased something like $7 or
?10 a wonth Well, I tqink 1n the interim or at least since

,,,,,, been Lroucht to the Leclislature, I have met with
<1ty off clals, I have talxed with Mayor Veys, I have talked
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